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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
LISTING OF CLAIMS : 

1. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable storage medium encoded with data 
for processing by a data processing system, said data comprising: 

a_meta-document for tracking and storing all information pertaining to actions performed by 
an application program on a document comprising document information duringits entire lifetime, 
comprising an object conveying document information, processing information, wher e in th e 
proc e ssing information comprises information - pertaining to proc e ssing of th e m e ta docum e nt, and 
metadata for indexing and retrieving the processing information; 

wherein the processing information comprises all information pe rtaining to each time the 
meta-document is processed by an application progr am being executed bv the data processing 
system during the entire life of the meta-document: and 

wherein the metadata comprises all associated metadata pertaining to each time the meta- 
document is processed by an application program being executed bv the data processing system 
during the_ entire life of the meta-documen t, wh e r e in e ach tim e tho mota dooumont io procooood 
during its e ntir e lif e tim e , proooaoing information pertaining thereto and associat e d metadata is 
s t ored on the m e ta docum e nt . 

2. (Original) The meta-document of claim 1, wherein processing information 
comprises information pertaining to transformation of the document information. 

3. (Original) The meta-document of claim 1, wherein the processing informatipn 
comprises a user comment to the document information. 

4- (Original) The meta-document of claim 1 , wherein the processing information 
comprises information pertaining to distribution of the meta-document. 
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5. (Currently Amended) The meta-document of claim 1 , further comprising a^eelan 
application program, embedded on the object, responsive to a proc e ssing of tho mota 
dftfiumont execution by the data processing system, for generating and storing processing 
information and associated metadata on the meta-document. 

j 6. (Currently Amended) -A-In a data processing system, a computer-implemented 

method of managing a meta-document comprising: 

creating -storing a meta-document for tracking and storing all information per taining to 
actions performed bv an application program on a document on a computer-readable storage 
medium, the meta-document. wherein the meta-document comprises an object conveying document 
information, processing information pertaining to processing of the meta-document, and metadata 
for indexing and retrieving the processing information; 

wherein the processing information comprises all information pertaining to each time the 
meta-document is processed bv an application program being executed bv the data processing 
system during the entire life of the meta-document: and 

wherein the metadata comprises all associated metad ata pertaining to each time the meta- 
document is processed bv an application program being ex ecuted bv the data processing system 
during the entire life of the meta-document: 

proc e ssing - tho mota document comprising gonorating and storing on th e m e ta document 
prooosoing information p e rtaining thereto and associated metadata; 

transmitting the meta-document to a source; 
j parsing the meta-documen t. at the source, for extracting stored processing information and 

metadata; and 

whoroin oaob time th e m e ta document is processed during its entiro lifQtimo y s tojjl>g 
processing information pertaining thereto -to transmitting an d parsing at the sourcQ .and associated 
metadata io stored on the meta-document. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 6, wherein the meta-document further comprises 

4 

PAGE 4/6 * RCVD AT 1 1/22/2006 3:51:28 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT(KEFXRF-3/0 4 DNIS:2738300 * CSIDH-3103336446 * DURATION (mm-ss):0148 



ofst AVAILABLE COPY 

11-22-2006 12:51pm Frora-XEROX +3103336446 T-260 P 005/011 F-583 



Application No. 10/766,675 

a tool, embedded on the object, responsive to a processing of the meta-document, for generating and 
storing processing information and associated metadata on the meta-document, wherein the parsing 
step is performed by the tool. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 6, wherein the source comprises a tool, 
responsive to a processing of the meta-document, for generating and storing processing information 
and associated metadata on the meta-document, wherein the parsing step is performed by the tool. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 7, wherein the meta-document further comprises 
a second tool, embedded on the object, for parsing and extracting selected processing information 
stored on the meta-document, and further comprising the step of: 

parsing the meta-document for extracting the selected processing information and associated 
metadata; and 

distributing the extracted selected processing information to the source, 

10. (Original) The method of claim 8, wherein the source further comprises a second 
tool for parsing and extracting selected processing information stored on the meta-document, and 
further comprising the step of: 

parsing the meta-document for extracting the selected processing information and associated 

metadata; and 

distributing the extracted selected processing information to the source. 

11. (Currently Amended) A data processing system for managing document 

information comprisingL 

a memory storing a meta-document for tracking and storin g all information pertaining to 
actions performed bv an application program on a docu ment on a computer-readable storage 
medium, the meta-document. wherein the meta-document comprises an ob iect conveying document 
information, processing information per taining to processing of the meta-document, and metadata 
for indexing and retrieving the proc essing information; wherein the processing information 
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comprises ali information pertaining to each time the meta-document is processed by an application j 

program beinp executed bv the data processing system during the entire life of the meta-doc amenta j 

and wherein the metadata comprises all associated metadata pertaining to each time the meta- j 

document is processed bv an application program being executed by the data proces sing system j 

during the entire life of the meta-document: ! 

a processor for executing an application program for proces sing the meta-document; and ; 

a plurality of sources, each source located at a different location, ! 

whorom tho niota documont oomprisos an object convoying document information, 
proooDsing information, whoroin the processing information comprises information pertaining to 
processing of tho mo i a - docum e nt, and metadata for indexing and retri e ving tho processing 
information, whoroin each timo tho mota document is processed during its ■ entire lifetime, 

processing information pertaining thoroto and assooiatod motadata is stored on th e morn document; \ 

tulu 

I 

wherein each time the meta-document is received by a source, processing information and its ! 

associated metadata is parsed and extracted from the meta-document at the source; and | 

processing information pertaining to transmittin g the meta-document to the source and j 

parsing at the source and associated metadata stored on the meta-document. . 

12. (Original) The system of claim 11, wherein processing information comprises j 
information pertaining to transformation of the document information. j 

i 

13. (Original) The system of claim 11, wherein the processing information 
comprises a user comment to the document information. ! 

14. (Original) The system of claim 11, wherein the processing information ; 
comprises information pertaining to distribution of the meta-document ! 
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